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intended to follow it decisively, when once it had been taken.
He fulfilled, probably, the ancient idea of a dictator, but his
dictatorship would have been guided by judicially reasoned con-
. siderations. In cases where he had a right to be masterful, he
was prompt to vindicate authority; and whenever he received a
provocation justly to be resented, he had quite a special faculty
for making his displeasure dreaded. By those who had served
him loyally he was regarded as a trustworthy friend, but even
they looked up to him with a certain awe. Towards his
colleagues and all those in daily official relations with him he
was considerate and obliging. Every one who had business
with liim felt that intercourse to be a pleasure, the harder the
affairs the greater the satisfaction, so completely trained was
his capacity for administration.

In stature he was somewhat short and slender, but erect; his
glance was piercing and his profile aquiline; his voice in public
speaking was clear and commanding; his aspect denoted a disci-
plined temper and a trained habit, with an unbounded reserve
of energetic resolution and an unconquerable will. It used to
be said of him at the time that, though his height was not
imposing, he looked eveiy inch a king.

During the greater part of his intensely busy time he was
suffering from a malady lying between the knee and the foot
which, despite all preventive or curative measures, grow upon
1dm gradually. It was for this reason that he sometimes went
to sea, cruising round Indian shores, or dwelt at Chini in the
heart of the Himalayas, or resorted to the ]tfilgiri lulls in
southern India. He suppressed as much as possible any mani-
festation of his distress or suffering; and the public was scarcely
aware that his strength and life were gradually but surely
ebbing away. His wile, proceeding homewards round the Cape
of Good Hope, died on board ship' within sight of the English
shore from weakness following upon protracted sea-sickness.
This most distressful intelligence reached him at Calcutta, and
he naturally shut himself up for some time in Government
House; it was understood that then his malady grew worse.
Towards the close of his time, he found it hard to appear much